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This is the first newsletter ever, after almost 15 years of existence of this fellowship and 3 years from its resurrection in 
its present state. 
 
The past years have not been easy and we have been missing Brian Henry, our honorary Chairman and founding father, 
a great deal. 
 
However, the success of our international Rally in France in 2004, the emergence of an enthusiastic Chapter in Italy and 
the results of the visit of the chairman and the treasurer to the centennial Rotary convention in Chicago have given us 
confidence that we are on the right path and the initiative is being widely appreciated and getting increasing world wide 
support. 
 
Time to take some time off to ponder our past, reinvent our future and make an effort to keep you all informed. 
 
&KDLUP DQ¶V�FRUQHU� 
 
The past 4 years have been heavy going: trying to chair the Dutch Chapter (RRAFN), reviving my Singer (after 30 
years sleep in the garage) and taking over from Brian Henry in order to get the International Fellowship re-integrated in 
Rotary International rekindle the original world wide enthusiasm that originally helped its emergence. 
 
It was fortunate that I had good friends to help me and a loving wife and clever doctors to support me. 
 
Nevertheless: now that the ACHAFR is showing definite signs of life again it needs an increasing amount of attention, 
which is hard to muster if one is chairman of two similar groups. One national and one international. 
 
The coming RCR’06 (Rotary Convention Rally 2006) also requires a lot of attention to make it successful and bring it 
to fruition. 
 
That is why I am standing down form the Dutch chairmanship at the coming AGM on December 19th. We are all very 
happy over here to have found a successor: Cor Tonkens, whose enthusiasm and stamina have impressed everybody 
around. 
 
Therefore I hope to be able to serve you better and do a lot more for the world Fellowship in the coming years. 
 
6WDWH�RI�WKH�P HP EHUVKLS� 
 
At this moment we have three local automobile fellowships in Europe (Great Britain / Ireland, Italy and the 
Netherlands) that function to perfection on their own. Two of these have wholeheartedly registered themselves as 
Chapters of the world fellowship and have made provisions to include a small contribution to the ACHAFR in their 
dues. Our British friends are still considering the matter. 
 
As it stands today we have about half a dozen members in Canada, slightly more than a dozen each in Australia and the 
USA, 10 in Switzerland tentatively, 2 in Japan, 2 in Germany and one each in India, Belgium and Denmark. To these 
one should add the 80 members in Holland and Italy, and – we trust – the 100 in the UK and Ireland, adding up to a 
total of almost 250 ‘ fellows’  worldwide. 
 
Of course the challenge is to create and keep a bond between all these individuals all over the world (which is especially 
difficult in the larger countries like Australia, Canada, India and the USA) and provide adequate added value for the 
membership fee apart from organizing periodic international events. 
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Fortunately modern technology can lend a helping hand in this matter as it allows us to keep in touch and exchange 
ideas over huge distances at minimal cost. One of our focus points is, therefore, our presence on Internet. 
 
2 XU�ZHEVLWH� 
 
Located at www.achafr.org and linked to the Rotary International websites, our website has been on the air since about 
a year now, and elicits reasonable response. 
 
Apart form providing information on our goals, organization structure and our membership the website is also a 
showcase for our events and those of our (prospective) chapters. 
 
A video impression of our international ‘Concours de Voitures sans Chevaux 1894-1004' , that collected 2.500 Euros for 
Rotary' s final push to eradicate Polio and a report on the RRAFUK New Forest Rally can be found there. 
 
The site also announces coming and new events within the realm of our fellowship. 
 
We have been trying, since its beginnings, to get Rotary International to provide a fellowship-private forum and / or 
specialized chat room for our members. 
 
In the aftermath of our visit to the Chicago convention it emerged that R.I. did not have the capability and / or 
manpower to do so. Because of this two members of the Dutch fellowship are now working hard to get this ±essential- 
feature on the air as soon as possible. 
 
/ RRNLQJ�EDFN�RQ�&KLFDJR��
 
The couple of elderly ‘naughty boys' , chairman Maurice Elzas and treasurer Jan den Hartog, that many of you will 
know in the meantime, have been to the Centennial Rotary Convention in Chicago on behalf of the Fellowship. 
 
They travelled by their own, sometimes adventurous, means and met (oh, wonder) exactly where they had agreed 
months before. 
 
The first task was to build the world Fellowship booth in the House of Friendship, which they subsequently manned on 
a continuous basis during the convention. 
 
The Convention itself was an experience never to be forgotten. 41.000+ participants. Unbelievable, but all Rotarians. 
Jan, who is never afraid of a challenge, also served as Sergeant at Arms and helped everybody which such a routine and 
friendliness, that it seemed as if he had already lived for ages in Chicago and knew precisely how this (sometimes 
chaotic) event functioned and where everything could be found. 
 
The general sessions were grand and imposing and attracted masses of people. Apparently they know how to mount 
shows over there. 
 
Thanks to local support a Duesenberg participated in the Parade on behalf of us. 
 
Most revealing experience: to be able to meet and talk to countless Rotarians from all over the world, often wearing the 
most wonderful original attires, like if one had known each other for years and were the best of friends. 
 
Strangest experience: the very dignified lady that came to our booth and queried if the Fellowship could sell the gold 
plated car of her late husband, much to the embarrassment of her sun. 
 
Heartening: the assistance of Thom Overbaugh (past chairman of the US Fellowship) who assisted us in all kinds of 
ways, with technical and practical support, and for whom no effort was too much. 
 
Eye-opener: to meet the people from R.I. Evanston live and to discover that they too are normal, friendly guys and girls. 
A lot less ‘civil servant' -like than we expected. 
 
Success story: the great interest in the world Fellowship. A dozen members registered and paid in situ. Many from the 
States but for example, also two from the Virgin Islands. 
 
Future story: we met with quite a number of other Fellowship boards (e.g. Yachting, Motorcycling, etc.) and learned a 
lot from them about the way to revitalize such a venture. We also met the organizers of the 2006 Convention in 
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Copenhagen / Malmö and agreed ±almost on the spot- to organize a Rally leading to this event. (More details further 
down) 
 
Conclusion: Chicago gave us an unforgettable kick and convinced us that there indeed is a bright future for the world 
Fellowship, if we work hard enough at it. 
 
3DVW�( YHQWV� 
 
Three, very successful, events stand out when looking back on the year that soon will be ending. 
 
In the first place the New Forest Car Run that took place on May 15th at Hoburn Park, near Southampton that attracted 
international participation, had almost 70 participants and collected £ 1.900 for a local charity. (See www.achafr.org 
past events) 
 
Secondly the Centennial Tour to Santiago de Compostella from May 18th to 22nd that attracted wide, international, 
participation and provided time to jointly reflect on past and future of Rotary, while not neglecting the possibilities for 
attractive touring and sight seeing. 
 
In the third place the Fifth Rotary on Wheels event on September 18th, that doubled as the RRAFN autumn rally and 
was held near Wageningen (east Netherlands), was a big success, with 70 participants from all over Holland and 
Belgium and yielding 4.000 Euros for a local charity. (For pictures of the participating cars see www.rraf.nl click on 
( YHQHP HQWHQ, then 5 RWDU\ �RQ�: KHHOV, then IRWRYHUVODJ) 
 
All these events clearly proved the value of fellowship and rotary ideals for the participants and the charities involved. 
 
) XWXUH�$ &+ $ ) 5 �( YHQW� 
 
Inspired by our visit to Chicago (see above) and our positive experience with the International rally of 2004 (Paris <> 
Rouen) we have embarked on organizing a rally leading up to the Rotary Convention 2006 in June in Copenhagen / 
Malmö.  
If this is successful, it may be a precursor of a recurrent bi-annual event. 
 
The intention for the 2006 event is to start in Esbjerg (on the Jutland peninsula in Denmark) on June 7th and end at the 
location of Rotary Convention on June the 10th. 
 
The route of about 300km (220 miles) will take the participants along many picturesque roads and places on Jutland, 
Fyn and Sealand. (The blue line in the picture below) 
As well Hans Christian Andersen as the Vikings will be part in the trip! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On our way we will stay in first class hotels. 
 
Participation is `open' , that is for all types of automobiles, not depending on the year in which they were built. 
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Therefore the RCR06 will be run in two classes: Retro (antique / classic & historic) and Open (all other cars). 
 The `usual'  ACHAFR prizes will also be awarded by class and count, amongst others, prizes for: the most accurate 
navigation, the nicest automobile (by decision of the public) and the most exceptional vehicle. 
 
Of course the proceeds of the Rally will be destined to a good cause worthy of Rotary' s support. At this moment the 
preference is for assistance in the building of a children' s home in the district of Lhoong on Aceh, where countless 
children were left without parents or relations in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami. This project has been chosen, 
amongst others, because of the assurance of adequate local project leadership and the existing support by other NGO's 
like Caritas, Solid House and the (Dutch) Bowl Foundation. 
 
Participation costs have been set at 900 Euros (1.100 USD) per team (car, driver and navigator) and cover all Rally 
necessities, overnight stays, breakfasts and final diner at which the prizes will be awarded. It is also envisaged to 
organize a final parade through Copenhagen to celebrate the start of the Convention and exhibit the most exciting cars 
in front of the Convention hall. 
Please note that the final cost may still vary slightly depending on the final outcome of the negotiations with the hotels. 
 
A transporter will probably be rented to carry the oldest cars from Holland to Esbjerg and back from Copenhagen. The 
price of this extra service has been estimated at 500 Euros per automobile. 
 
Note that Esbjerg is easily reachable by ferry from several ports in the UK. 
 
If so requested, the organizers are ready to mediate for the rental of a classic car for those participants that come from 
faraway places, like the US and Japan. 
 
An entry form will be available soon at the EVENTS page on www.achafr.org. 
�
�
/ DWHVW�QHZV�RQ�P HP EHUVKLS�IHHV� 
 
The board of ACHAFR has found it desirable to offer the new possibility of OLIH�P HP EHUVKLS. The dues for this form of 
membership have been established at � � � �( XURV (or 200 USD). 
 
If you are a member of a local (national) chapter of ACHAFR the dues are 10 Euros (12 USD) per year that are paid 
directly by you chapter to the ACHAFR treasury and ± in general ± have been included in the membership fee of your 
Chapter, as agreed in the Rouen AGM in 2004. 
 
The membership fee for all others has been set to 50 Euros (60 USD) per year at the same AGM. 
 
 

%HVW�VHDVRQ¶V�ZLVKHV�DQG�VHH�\ RX�LQ�' HQPDUN�LQ�- XQH� �


